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INTRODUCTION. 


In  presenting  herewith  the  fifth  annual  review  of  the  Opal 
Trade  at  the  Chicago  market  and  its  tributaries^  it  is  but 
proper  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  while  the  former 
system  of  imparting  information  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
coal  trafiBc  in  the  West  has  been  adhered  to,  greatly  augmented 
facilities  have  made  it  possible  to  collect  and  embody  in  the 
fifth  annual  Coal  Teade  Eeview  a  vast  amount  of  material, 
at  once  interesting,  and  of  undoubted  value  to  operators,  ship- 
pers and  dealers. 

The  magnitude  attained  by  the  coal  industry  at  this  market, 
and  which,  by  its  rapid  and  unceasing  development  of  new 
resources,  is  destined  to  assume  gigantic  proportions,  is  fully 
appreciated  by  the  undersigned,  who  has  spared  no  efforts  to 
make  this  work  the  truthful  exponent  of  everything  connected 
with,  or  bearing  upon,  the  Western  trade,  giving,  impartially, 
facts  and  figures  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  market  and 
the  actual  amount  of  business  transacted. 

Possessing  unrivaled  facilities  for  the  collection  of  informa- 
tion on  matters  specially  interesting  to  operators  and  shippers 
of,  and  dealers  in,  the  product,  the  undersigned  unhesitatingly 
presents  this  work,  with  the  assurance  that  its  contents  consist 
of  a  compilation  of  accurate  and  reliable  data. 

The  thanks  of  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  our  contributors,  and  all  others  who  have  kindly 
placed  at  our  disposal  every  facility  for  obtaining  the  material 
so  essential  to  the  accurate  and  positively  reliable  statistical 
compilations  contained  in  this  review,  and  embraced  in  our 
tri-monthly  statements  regularly  issued  to  the  trade. 

H.  A.  BiscHOPF, 
Manager  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics. 
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ANTHRACITE   COAL. 


By  a  perusal  of  the  tables  contained  in  this  work,  a  clear  and 
comprehensive  idea  of  the  anthracite  coal  trade  at  this  mar- 
ket and  its  tributaries,  during  the  six  years  ending  December 
31,  3  884,  will  be  obtained. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  steady  growth  of  this  great  indus- 
try, especially  during  the  past  two  years;  a  growth  that  finds  a 
parallel  only  in  the  rapid  development  of  the  western  and  north- 
western section  of  this  continent,  and  which  is  destined  to  con- 
vert this  market,  in  the  near  future,  into  an  entrepot  and  dis- 
tributing center  for  anthracite  coal,  second  to  none  in  the 
country. 

The  statistics  embraced  in  this  review  will  be  found  interest- 
ing and  valuable  to  shippers  of  and  dealers  in  the  product, 
enabling  them,  by  a  comparison  of  the  business  transacted  dur- 
ing the  past  six  years,  clearly  and  accurately  set  forth,  to  form 
plans  for  future  operations  with  a  fair  degree  of  certainty  in 
their  ultimate  successful  termination. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  these  statistical  records,  being  con- 
tinually augmented  by  new  and  important  information  on  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  traffic,  have  been  conducive  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  Western  trade  particularly,  an  assertion  corroborated 
by  the  well-regulated,  nicely  balanced  and  judiciously  managed 
business  of  the  past  two  or  three  years,  in  juxtaposition  with 
the  two  years  preceding  them,  which  comprised  an  area  of  dis- 
turbances, inaugurated  during  the  year  1879. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1883,  the  anthracite  coal  market 
presented  in  almost  every  respect  a  most  satisfactory  appear- 
ance, calculated  to  inspire  shippers  and  dealers  with  confidence 
in  the  prospect  of  a  sound  substantial  trade. 

Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  rolling  stock  during  the  latter  part  of 
1883,  both  receipts  and  shipments  were  greatly  reduced,  much 
to  the  annoyance  of  dealers  as  well  as  buyers,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, compelling  the  transfer  of  a  large  amount  of  business 
into  the  year  1884.     The  beginning  of  this  year  found  the  mar- 
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ket  with  a  comparatively  small  stock  on  hand,  especially  of  the 
sizes  for  which  the  demand  was  most  urgent,  the  total  ton- 
nage of  all  anthracite  coal  held  here  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1884,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  forty-five  tons,  all  told.  From  the  nature 
and  condition  of  the  trade  during  the  last  three  months  of  1883, 
a  pretty  fair  estimate  could  be  made  of  the  stocks  through- 
out the  country  contiguous  to  and  requiring  to  be  supplied  by 
this  market. 

The  amounts  were  certainly  of  the  smallest.  Particular 
attention  was  called  to  this  fact  in  the  issue  of  the  Coal  Trade 
Eevibw  for  1883,  subsequent  events  fully  confirming  the  asser- 
tions there  made.  Thus  the  year  1884  opened  with  bright  aus- 
pices for  the  trade,  finding  the  market  in  a  most  flattering  con- 
dition, and  amply  justifying  calculations  for  a  larger  amount  of 
business  than  had  been  transacted  during  any  former  season, 
expectations  which,  we  are  happy  to  say,  have  in  the  main  been 
realized.  Notwithstanding  the  additional  receipts  during  Jan- 
uary, February,  March  and  April,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  tons,  it  was  found  that  all  the  stock  on  hand  on 
the  1st  of  May,  footed  up  a  total  of  only  sixty  thousand  tons; 
the  lowest  figure  attained  in  several  years,  with  a  fine,  open  mar- 
ket offering  every  encouragement. 

April  29,  the  first  circular  of  the  season  was  oflBcially  an- 
nounced, establishing  the  following  prices  f,  o.  b.  in  Buffalo: 

By  vessel.  Grross.    Net  tons. 

Grate |4  95  $4  42 

Egg 5  05  4  51 

Stove.- 5  30  4  73 

Nut 5  30  4  73 

By  cars,  f.  o.  b,  in  Buffalo: 

Grate 4  65  4  15 

Egg 4  75  4  24 

Stove 5  00  4  46 

Nut 5  00  4  46 

By  cars,  f.  o.  b.  in  Chicago: 

Grate 6  65  5  93 

Egg 6  75  6  02 

Stove 7  00  6  25 

Nut 7  00  6  25 

These  prices,  with  some  slight  modifications  now  and  then 
made,  remained  in  force  until  August  1,  when,  nominally,  at 
least,    an  advance   of  six  and   fifteen   cents   respectively  was 
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ordered.  It  has  been  questioned,  and  perhaps  with  good  rea- 
son, whether  the  prices  adopted  on  the  29th  of  April, 
and  ratified  on  the  29th  of  May  following,  were  judicious, 
and  fitly  .adapted  to  rule  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son proper,  and  at  the  opening  of  navigation.  A  lower  sched- 
ule might  have  been  the  means  of  causing  an  earlier,  more 
spontaneous,  and  heavier  demand,  by  meeting,  half-way,  as  it 
were,  the  anticipations  of  buyers.  Again,  by  starting  out  with 
lower  prices,  subject  to  such  advance  as  unforseen  circumstances 
or  subsequent  events  would  have  justified,  more  confidence 
and  strength  might  have  been  imparted  to  the  trade  at  large, 
while,  perhaps,  a  large  share  of  that  hand-to-mouth  system  of 
buying,  so  much  in  vogue  during  the  season,  and  so  pre- 
dominant at  the  present  time,  could  have  been  abrogated,  suj)- 
planted  by  a  greater  degree  of  positiveness,  and  likely  pro- 
ductive of  increasing  to  some  extent  the  tonnage.  These  are 
questions  which  it  will  be  well  for  shippers  to  consider  in  their 
future  deliberations,  when  the  plans  for  the  ensuing  season^s 
campaign  are  sketched  out.  However,  as  the  stocks  on  hand 
throughout  this  market  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1885  are 
by  no  means  large,  footing  up  on  the  1st  of  January  a  total  of 
three  liimdred  and  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  tons,  held  here  in  docks  and  yards,  the  coming  sea- 
son must  necessarily  profit  by  a  demand,  which  a  possible  pre- 
vious stocking  up  throughout  the  country  would  have  neutral- 
ized. Lake  freights  opened  stiff  at  75  cents,  rising  during 
May  and  June  to  80  and  85  cents,  though  the  average  for  the 
season  at  which  cargoes  were  contracted  for  is  75  cents,  not 
considering  some  exceptional  cases.  The  first  vessel  passing 
the  straits  for  this  port  was  the  W.  Edioards,  with  a  cargo  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  tons,  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Meeker,  Hedstrom  &  Co.  Thenceforward,  and  until 
the  steamer  Jewett,  with  a  cargo  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
tons,  consigned  to  W.  S.  Bogle,  agent  for  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Company,  brought  up  the  van  in  the  season  of 
navigation,  six  hundred  and  fifty -nine  vessels  of  all  descriptions 
arrived  at  this  port,  bringing  a  total  of  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  tons  of  an- 
thracite coal,  against  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  tiventy-three  tons  during  the  season  of  1883, 


THE    COAL   TRADE    REVIEW.  9 

being  an  increase  of  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  tons,  equal  to  11.72  per  cent. 

Transactions  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  were 
light,  owing  to  an  evident  doubt  on  the  part  of  buyers  in  the 
strength  of  the  circular.  However,  whea  it  was  found  that 
the  position  taken  by  the  shippers  seemed  apparently  invulner- 
able, and  rumors  began  to  circulate  of  a  possible  advance  at  an 
early  date,  the  market  quickly  assumed  its  wonted  appearance 
of  genuine  activity.  Most  of  the  larger  orders  were  placed  at 
this  time,  and  once  the  movement  inaugurated,  the  market 
thereafter  may  be  said  to  have  presented  an  even  front,  unruf- 
fled by  any  extraordinary  pressure,  quietly  active,  noted  for 
exceptional  firmness,  and  creating  the  impression  of  being  held 
well  in  hand. 

As  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  review  to  compare  the  an- 
thracite coal  market  to  an  elysium,  which  it  certainly  never  will 
be,  it  is  proper  to  glance  at  the  drawback  and  disturbing  ele- 
ments which  the  trade  had  to  encounter  during  the  past  season. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  rumors,  now  and  then  set 
afloat  by  design  or  thoughtlessness,  of  the  practice  resorted  to 
by  dealers  to  eifect  sales,  by  making  concessions  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  from  the  ruling  prices.  While  many  such  rumors 
have  no  foundation  in  truth,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some  are 
based  on  fact,  and  instances  of  this  character  were  not  foreign 
to  last  yearns  business.  That  the  parties  adopting  such  plans 
cannot  profit  thereby  in  the  end,  though  deriving,  perhaps, 
temporary  advantages,  is  evident,  nor  do  they  confer  any  actual 
benefit  upon  the  buyer.  A  more  thorough,  broad  and  uniform 
understanding  among  shippers,  dealers  and  buyers,  will  not  only 
benefit  all  parties,  but  tend  to  still  more  elevate  the  traffic  and 
forward  its  extension  and  further  development.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  safe  to  admit  that  the  expression,  "  cutting  prices,"  will  be 
in  vogue  in  the  coal  markets  as  long  as  a  ton  of  that  product  is 
mined  and  sold. 

Quite  a  breeze  arose  on  the  horizon  of  this  market  last  June, 
when  rumors  flew  around  thick  and  fast  concerning  the  possible 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Co.  The 
probability  was  freely  discussed,  that  this  company  would  throw 
their  entire  surplus  on  the  market,  regardless  of  prices,  an 
event  that  would  certainly  have  resulted  in  the  repetition  of  a 
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like  state  of  ajffairs  as  existed  in  1879.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
whole  matter  remained  confined  to  the  empty  rumor,  and  when 
the  announcement  was  made  that  this  company  had  made  ap- 
plication for  a  receiver,  all  fears  were  at  once  allayed,  and  the 
market  forthwith  drifted  into  its  usual  channels. 

Of  more  importance,  because  of  its  more  direct  and  less  con- 
trollable influences,  was  the  action  of  the  Association  of  West- 
ern Shippers  at  their  meeting  in  this  city  last  August.  Their 
efforts  to  create  an  artificial  stimulus  to  the  demand  proved  not 
only  abortive,  but,  had  the  attempt  been  made  somewhat  earlier, 
might  have  been  fraught  with  disastrous  consequences.  As  it 
was,  the  only  results  obtained  were  a  thorough  shaking  up  of 
that  confidence  which  it  had  required  months  to  build  up,  while 
it  frustrated  the  very  aims  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  weak- 
ening the  till  then  fair  demand. 

The  policy  for  the  government  of  the  market  during  the 
year  1885  will  have  to  demonstrate  how  soon  and  to  what  extent 
this  lost  vantage  ground  with  the  trade  at  large  can  be  re- 
gained. 

It  is  sometimes  claimed  that  anthracite  coal  in  the  West  and 
Northwest  must  be  looked  upon  more  in  the  light  of  a  luxury 
than  as  a  staple  product,  and  the  position  it  occupies  seemingly 
justifies  the  appellation  in  many  respects.  Being  almost  exclu- 
sively used  for  domestic  consumption,  it  does  not,  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  enter  into  active  competition  with  bitu- 
minous or  semi-bituminous  coals  for  the  supremacy  as  a  steam 
coal.  In  a  country  so  rich  in  bituminous  coals  of  almost  every 
description  and  merit  for  consumption  by  manufactories,  anthra- 
cite coal  cannot  attain  a  cosmopolitan  range.  However,  admit- 
ting it  to  be  in  a  measure  a  luxury,  that  luxury,  by  the  comforts 
it  brings  in  its  train  to  the  consumer,  has  developed  into  a  nec- 
essity, the  rapidly-growing  dimensions  of  which  will  and  must 
keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  restricted  by  none  of  the  incidents  common  to  the  east- 
ern trade.  Hard  times  and  a  consequent  desire  to  economize 
being  such  prominent  features  of  the  general  business  world 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1884,  could  not  fail  to  affect 
the  anthracite  coal  market  to  some  extent;  nevertheless,  taking 
t^ie  sum  total  of  sales  and  the  actual  tonnage  handled  during 
the  year,  it  miist  be  admitted  that,  in  spite  of  real  or  imaginary 
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shrinkages  both  as  to  bulk  and  prices,  in  almost  all  other 
branches  of  commerce  the  facit  for  the  anthracite  coal  trade  at 
this  market  presents  a  satisfactory  appearance.  Prices  in  the 
main  did  not  suffer  as  much  from  incessant  fluctuations  as  in 
some  former  years,  both  in  the  jobbing  and  retail  trade,  and  the 
results  to  the  exchequer  are  no  doubt  on  a  par  with  those  of  the 
season  of  1883. 

The  total  receipts  of  all  anthracite  coal  from  January  1  to 
December  31,  1884,  aggregate  one  million  four  hundred  and 
fifty-three  thousand  and  eighty-two  tons,  while  in  1883,  for  the 
same  period,  the  aggregate  was  one  million  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven  tons.  This  gives  an 
increase  in  favor  of  1884  of  two  hundred  and  seven  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-one  tons,  or  16.68  per  cent.,  whereas  the 
increase  in  the  receipts  for  1883  over  1882  was  15.16  per  cent., 
which  gives  for  1884  a  clear  gain  of  1.52  per  cent,  over  and 
above  the  comparative  increase  in  the  tonnage.  The  amount 
of  stock  on  hand  January  1,  1884,  was  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  five  tons,  while  at  the  same 
time  in  1883  it  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  seventy -one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  tons,  thus  showing  the  sales 
during  the  year  1883  to  have  been  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  four  tons,  89.4.6  per  cent. 
of  which  was  shipped  to  the  country  and  60.54  pei*  cent,  re- 
quired for  local  consumption.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-five  tons,  as  above  stated,  were 
carried  over  from  1883  into  1884,  while  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember of  that  year  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
tivo  hundred  and  eighty-nine  tons  remained  in  stock,  making 
the  actual  sales  during  1884  one  million  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  tons,  of 
which  the  country  trade  required  J{^.01  per  cent,  and  home 
consumption  disposed  of  57.99  per  cent.  Comparing  the 
amounts  shipped  to  the  country  trade  and  the  tonnage  required 
at  home  during  1884  with  that  of  1883  in  accordance  with  their 
relative  proportion  to  the  total  sales  for  each  year,  it  will  be 
seen  that  while  a  decrease  must  be  recorded  for  home  consump- 
tion of  2.55  per  cent,  the  out  shipments  have  gained  that 
amount.  Taking,  however,  simply  the  actual  tonnage  required 
respectively  for  home  consumption  or  country  trade  during  the 
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two  years,  regardless  of  their  proportions  represented  as  to  the 
aggregate  sales  of  each  year,  the  results  show  a  gain  over  1883 
of  18.61  per  cent,  in  the  shipments  and  6.75  per  cent,  in  local 
consumption.  The  steady  progress  of  the  anthracite  coal  trade 
will  be  best  understood  when  it  is  seen  that  the  average  yearly 
gain  far  the  past  five  years  has  been  12.79  per  cent. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
in  addition  to  the  amounts  forwarded  from  here  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  tons,  contracted 
for  during  the  season  at  Chicago,  were  shipped  direct  without 
passing  through  here  to  points  properly  embraced  within  the 
territory  controlled  by  this  market.  With  due  regard  to  the 
condition  and  requirements  of  the  market,  the  stocks  now  on 
hand  can  be  depleted  by  the  opening  of  navigation  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  proper,  to  a  figure  as  low  (if  not  lower), 
as  that  of  last  year,  and  a  prosperous  business  must  follow.  A 
more  manifest  desire  on  the  part  of  shippers  and  dealers  to 
place  themselves  ew  rapport  with  each  other,  supplemented  by 
largely  increased  facilities  at  the  disposal  of  the  former,  cannot 
fail  to  establish  confidence  and  stamina  throughout  the  market. 

Note. — The  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Milwaukee  during  1884 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  tons,  and  at  Racine,  Wis.,  to  twenty- eight  thousand  tons. 
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EASTERN  BITUMINOUS  COAL. 


A  retrospective  glance  at  the  Eastern  Bituminous  Coal  Trade 
in  this  market  for  the  year  1884,  does  not  j)reseut  many  features 
calculated  to  elicit  demonstrations  of  gratification  or  enthu- 
siasm. With  the  exception  of  the  higher  grades  of  eastern  soft 
coals,  such  as  are  used  exclusively  for  domestic  purposes,  the 
trade  in  all  other  grades,  on  the  whole,  has  been  prolific  of 
many  incidents,  bearing  in  their  train  influences  of  a  more  or 
less  discouraging  character.  Severe  and,  in  some  respects, 
unreasonably  bitter  competition,  carried  sometimes  beyond  the 
bounderies  of  wisdom,  or  the  simple  rules  governing  supply  and 
demand,  had  left  quite  a  large  supply  of  eastern  bitiiminous 
coal  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1884.  It  seemed, 
however,  that  shippers  were  oblivious  to  this  fact,  for  instead  of 
restricting  the  supply,  as  might  have  been  expected,  thereby 
allowing  for  a  disposal  of  the  surplus  accumulated  here,  every 
avenue  for  transportation  was  called  into  requisition  to  push  coal 
forward  and  continue  in  the  augmentation  of  the  stock.  The 
sequel  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  apparently  experimental  strife 
for  supremacy  and  control.  If  shippers  had  been  governed  in 
their  action  by  expectations  of  a  heavy  spring  trade^  such  hopes 
proved  unfortunately  illusive,  as  the  demand  developed  unmis- 
takable signs  of  weakening,  and  hesitation  on  the  part  of  buy- 
ers was  most  effectually  encouraged  by  the  long  lines  of  cars 
filled  with  the  j^roduct,  which  occupied  the  tracks  of  several  of 
the  railroads.  The  result  was  a  decline  in  prices  which  culmin- 
ated in  efforts  to  solve  the  problem :  who  could  make  the  great- 
est reduction.  Pittsburgh  coal,  which  on  the  first  of  January, 
1884,  stood  at  13.75,  came  down  to  $3.40,  while  Ohio  Central 
dropped  from  13.50  to  $3.20,  a  price  at  once  met  by  Hocking 
Valley  and  Shawnee  coals.  Unfortunately  the  effect  of  this 
tumble  in  prices  was  not  confined  to  these  kinds  of  coal  alone, 
but  immediately  resulted  in  drawing  Erie,  Briar  Hill,  Youg- 
hiogheny  and  all  other  Eastern  Bituminous  coals  into  the  gen- 
eral vortex,  compelling  dealers  in  these  products  to  make  cor- 
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responding  reductions.  For  a  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  down- 
ward course  of  the  market  would  be  arrested,  owing  to  various 
disagreements  between  operators  and  miners  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  but  as  the  difficulties  were  soon  amicably  adjusted, 
affairs  proceeded  as  before,  steadily  accelerated  by  the  evident 
decrease  in  the  demand.  All  efforts  made  by  parties  who  cor- 
rectly foresaw  the  inevitable  and  highly  injurious  consequences 
which  a  prolongation  of  this  system  of  bearing  down  values 
must  eventually  have  on  the  whole  market,  to  stem  the  tide, 
were  unavailing,  and  it  was  not  long  before  buyers  had  matters 
pretty  much  their  own  way.  To  follow  henceforth  the  varying 
fluctuations  in  prices  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  would 
be  an  impossibility,  as  quotations  were  invariably  only  nominal, 
while  divergences  from  them  and  actual  prices  were,  too  num- 
erous to  admit  of  even  obtaining  a  tangible  average  rate.  Dur- 
ing February,  1884,  a  new  coal  from  Ohio  was  introduced  into 
thi^  market  and  met  with  seeming  favor.  It  is  called  the  Jack- 
son Hill  Coal,  and  is  mined  at  Wellston,  m  Jackson  county, 
Ohio.  The  same  qualities  are  claimed  for  it  as  are  claimed  for 
the  coals  mined  in  the  Hocking  Valley.  Since  its  introduction 
here  more  or  less  has  been  received,  and  a  place  has  been  given 
it  in  the  'classification  of  eastern  bituminous  coal  receipts  in 
this  Eeview. 

Owing  to  evident  efforts  on  the  part  of  some  shippers  of 
eastern  bituminous  coals,  put  forward  during  1883  and  1884  to 
force  this  market  beyond  its  boundary ;  efforts  emanat- 
ing either  from  a  desire  to  contest  the  ground  hitherto  occupied 
by  Illinois  or  Indiana  coals,  or  resulting  from  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  situation  and  the  requirements  of  the  terri- 
tory, the  market  soon  felt  the  pressure  and  responded  readily- 
enough,  in  a  manner,  however,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
manipulators.  By  destroying  every  semblance  to  stamina  in 
prices,  a  majority  of  those  buyers  who  are  accustomed  to  place 
their  yearly  contracts  at  a  certain  time  were  induced  to  refrain 
from  following  the  usual  custom,  preferring  to  adopt  the  system 
that  began  to  become  so  prevalent — of  buying  in  smaller 
amounts  at  short  intervals,  and  then  only  after  exhausting  the 
catalogue  of  dealers  in  search  for  the  lowest  bidder.  In  this 
way  a' hand  to  mouth  trade  was  established,  which,  up  to  the 
present  time,  predominates,  and  from  which  a  change  to  a  more 
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substantial  basis,  thougii  by  no  means  impossible,  is  fraught 
with  great  difficulties,  requiring  the  assistance  of  forces  as  yet 
foreign  to  the  eastern  bituminous  coal  trade  at  this  market,  or, 
at  any  rate,  not  available. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  great  strike  in  the  Hocking 
Valley  and  Shawnee  districts  was  inaugurated,  whereby  the  pro- 
duct from  these  districts  was  practically  kept  out  of  this  mar- 
ket. The  circumstances  which  precipitated  that  strike,  and 
everything  connected  therewith,  are  so  well  known  that  any 
mention  of  them  in  this  Eeview  would  be  superfluous.  Whether 
the  sole  question  of  wages  was  the  principal  aiid  only  reason 
wherein  originated  this  protracted  disturbance,  or  whether 
other  elements  combined  in  its  inception,  are  questions  for  the 
future  to  answer  ;  considering  to  what  extent  this  market  has 
been  affected  by  this  strike,  it  suffices  to  state  that  it  is  only 
within  the  past  few  weeks,  when  the  receipts  of  Hocking  coal 
have  again  assumed  appreciable  proportions. 

During  the  year  1884  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  eastern  bituminous  coal  was  received 
from  the  various  sources  represented  at  this  market,  being  a 
slight  increase  over  the  receipts  of  1883  of  1.21  per  cent.  These 
receipts  represent  30.64  per  cent,  of  all  bituminous  coal  received 
at  this  market  during  1884  and  17.95  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate 
tonnage  of  all  coal  brought  here,  against  29.80  per  cent,  and 
18.59  per  cent,  respectively,  for  the  year  1883,  showing  a  rela- 
tive decrease  for  1884  in  comparison  with  the  preceding  year  of 
00.84  per  cent,  of  the  total  bituminous  coal  tonnage,  and  a  gain 
of  00.04  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  of  all  coal.  This  shows  the 
relative  proportion  in  the  gain  or  loss  to  the  growth  of  the  busi- 
ness during  1884. 

Dividing  the  30.64  per  cent,  by  states,  the  result  is: 

Pennsylvania,  14.26  per  cent.,  being  a  gain  of  5.42  per  cent, 
over  1883  ;  Ohio,  15.69  per  cent.,  a  loss  against  1883  of  5  per 
cent.,  and  West  Virginia,  00.69  per  cent. 

In  the  subjoined  tables  will  be  found  the  receipts  of  eastern 

bituminous  coals  by  months    for  the   years    1882-83-84,    with 

comparisons,  as  also  a  classification  of  the  monthly  receipts  for 

the  year  1884. 

Note. — Two  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  and  thirty -six  tons  of 
eastern  bitumincius  coals  were  received  at  the  port  of  Milwaukee  during 
1884,  the  majority  of  which  was  Ohio  coal. 


THE    COAL   TRADE    REVIEW. 


19 


M 

■-A 
O 

■M 

H 
O 

!^ 

o 
O 

CO 

o 


p 

H 

l-H 

;^ 

H 

CO 


00 


.  o      ^ 

o 

H 
H 

m 

t> 

M 

H 
■< 
P^ 
<! 
Ph 

O 

O 


o 

to" 

■rH  rH 

HD  £>  C3 

O  -^  O 
<0  00  o 


50  C5  iO 

oooo  t- 
»o  i>  o 


G5Ci-r-iaOCOiOCOC5TOOOOO-H 
O  -rH  C3  Oi  OT  £>  W  t_~  S£"?7  Tt*  ^ 
OOOOCQ'^i-iT-lCQOi-iQOlOJO 

-*'  00  10  00  Ci  aToJo"-— "  13  os'r^" 


Oi<lD00THiO':DtOO5Oi 
O  -H  t-  OJ  O  -^  '^  CO  05 


10CO:OJ^i>05C5000T-IO 


losooor^coooiiooO'— i^io 

£~OiO>"?05'*C!S':OiOO<010CO 

so"  «>  OD  oo'  -*"  ai  o"  co"  lo  -!t<"  oo  J> 


T-ICSOLOt-Oit^O 

(^^0050'q^!OT^c 


3  ~  p."3 


2  3  &  s  a 


20 


THE    COAL   TRADE    REVIEW. 


M 

Q 

t3 

o 

M 
H 

o 

o 

o 


Ch    00 


H 


GO 


I— I 


^O 


EH 

H 

M 

H 

< 

-^ 
O 

O 


C-1      •      •      •  'C  CO 

^  .  .  .  t — 

lo  .  .  .  '^i  T-H 

.  c^f  :  ■  ■  co" 

—  t-  t- 

CJ  ^  OJ 


lC'OC0i>t-C50SOOO'— ilO 

lo"  t-'  GO  CO'  —<"  CO  C5  en  CO  Cji  iO  -T-T 
-<iH  ■.*  ^  10  t-  c-  X)  c-  CO  O  O  C- 


OCDC0J>WO0S»O00tH-^1O 

«>a5  0.">C0-"35CD10OO10X> 
GO  CO  00  t-  O  CO  LO  O  £-__  •*_  CO  0_ 

co^t-'oo'co  -^  co'o'co  co''-+''co't-'" 

-Ntl-rfi'^CO'^-^IO^-^COOCO 


thCS010J>OJ>0 
C^J  O  CO  O  ^  iO  ■-<  o 
THt-oscJoiciir^cD 


QO-*a)Cico-^coc<>cocooiffl 

C7G00500C^GOiOCO'*Cia) 
OOt-ICDOtHCZJCOOQD^OOCO 


GO-^QOOi-rHiOGOlOit-CiCOlO 
CTOOOiOCOOSO't^fOT-icIcO 

ooT-i«.oco(?J005a50csoi 


!-     ^     rt 


100500i>C001-TfO 
'^  O?  t-  CQ  O?  O?  CD  la 
^lOCO-T-HOS'^OS-^ 


^  ^  .,,  g  g 


CO 

'0  0?C»   • 

S-l  CO 

lO 

£>  (>•  CO   . 

CS  GO 

r 

in 

Ol 

00  o?  o  • 

1--  .-H 

Ol 

00 

oo'o'oo  ; 

Ci 

o 

THE    COAL   TRADE    REVIEW. 


21 


-p^ 

O 

Ph 

«i 

o 

■O 

m 

o 

1^ 
n 

M 

.■pq 

)^ 

p^ 
w  .■ 

H  Q 
CO   K 

r         '^ 

O   <j 

g^ 

^  QO 
S  -^ 
o 


W 

O 

!^ 

■I— I 

o 

W 

-^ 
H 

..to 


2K 


o:!  00  Oi  O  O  C?  X)  lO  CO  -*  05  00 
OOi-iaSOT-HOOIOOOO'^QOCO 


oQOiocoi-ieooioojT-ios 

rH  00 -5*1  00  GO  Oi  CO         ^  CO  00 


^'O 


o  f^ 


o  * 


(3SCV?COCOT-l-^T-ICO(?3^0iT-l 

i-HOj^Oi-iiooscoooitoc^ 
ooi>oic5»07acoooo^oooo 


COC300500i-HCO.^CQ«5CO'* 
O00C:>iOC0G5W00i»C000Ci0 
lo"  00  of  Co'  Ci  £>  O  '-'  CJ  05  Co'  o" 


J>  05  t~  Ol  CD  OS 
QO  ?>  OO  CJ  Ol  CO 

00  i^  00  )o  ^  -^ 
o'  ia  o'  5o'  so"  ^^ 


lOOi>xt<THOT-H10  03^CJC0 
00i>-»C01O0300t-^Oi0S00 
lOOSOiiOiOiOO-^OiCOlOCO 

os"  co' Qo"  J>  £>  xh' T-T  co"  so"  oo"  c-"  T-T 


•jeu  etf  ctf  .-« 
go  OJ  C 


■*O0S-t-iS>0DC0CQth001OO 

i-i^(aD0500ioii-ioaxt<osOT 

-^__J>  ^i>CJ»00003i-lO(.--T-H 

i-T     co'~T-r-^'~oo"^''i>J>  oo'co^T-T 


'Cm 

®  1^ 


H 


K 


f^& 


iXNCOt-COQOCOOSiOOOO-^ 
(MOii>0000CO00CO0O— li-HCO 
05£-0-*10-^OCO^COO<Jt-i 


lOt-CO'-HOJSr-lOO'Jt-OOOlOS 
CJi>C00501COiOOOC0  07  005 
^05C0100t-Oit^COOOO£> 


QOOiOOt-lOCOS: rCSO.J>iO 

t-OOxt<01i-l'fflO00iOWC5 
OT-lT-l05050J>i0^t^»005 

o"  o"  oo"  o"  oo"  la  CO  ci  <Si  i-T  to  c-i' 

T— IrHi— ii— 1+HtHt— It-<i— iT—iTHCi"! 


;-!  TO  ^ 


en     i>  IC  05  00 

CS       O  l-H  ^_  i> 

O)     xt<  »  Oi  ^' 


B      CT3   be® 

•V-    -.a 


p^ 


o 

o 


bO 


a 

cS^     -     , 

^  i"  i;  T-i  a 

;-<      .   0)  c!   -H 

^5  S^o^^o 


ft 


COKE. 

The  trade  in  that  product  has  shown  greater  advancement 
dnriug  the  year  1884,  than  that  of  any  fuel  embraced  in  the 
aggregate  tonnage  of  receipts  at  this  market.  Usually,  and  at 
least  for  three  years  prior  to  1S84,  coke  held  the  position  of 
about  10.25  per  cent,  of  the  yearly  receipts  at  this  coal  market. 
This  relative  position  has  been  advanced  to  11.54  per  cent.,  an 
absolute  growth  of  1.29  per  cent.  To  appreciate  this  fully  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  some  of  the  largest  establishments  for 
the  consumption  of  this  fuel  have  been  entirely  closed  during 
the  year,  others  have  had  long  suspensions,  Avhile  some  have  not 
operated  to  their  full  capacity.  Notwithstanding  these  numer- 
ous drawbacks,  the  increase  in  the  amount  received  during 
1884  over  that  received  during  1883  is  19.23  per  cent.,  a  larger 
gain  than  is  shown  by  either  anthracite  or  bituminous  coals. 
The  assertion  will  not  seem  quixotic,  that  the  consumption  of 
coke  at  this  market  and  the  country  tributary  to  it,  during  the 
past  year,  would  have  assumed  astonishing  proportions  in  com- 
parison with  former  years,  but  for  the  losses  to  the  demand, 
sustained  on  account  of  causes  above  referred  to.  Connellsville 
coke,  of  course,  enjoys  the  supremacy  in  the  market,  though  a 
good  deal  of  Pittsburgh  coke  is  also  disposed  of.  During  the  latter 
part  of  1883,  and  the  early  part  of  1884,  quite  a  ready  sale  was 
found  for  a  coke  from  West  Virginia  at  14.80  per  ton,  but  high 
freights  and  increased  demand  nearer  home  soon  drew  it  out  of 
this  market.  The  coke  trade  during  the  past  year  has  been 
remarkable  for  firmness  in  prices  and  a  uniform  predominance 
of  the  wise  policy  of  governing  the  supply  by  the  demand. 
During  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March,  prices 
ruled  at  15.10  for  Connellsville  and- 14.25  for  Pittsburgh  coke. 
In  April  the  former  advanced  to  15.25,  a  rate  retained  to  the 
close  of  the  year.  A  reduction  from  this  price  will  no  doubt 
give  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  trade  by  reawakening  many  hitherto 
dormant  manufacturing  industries  into  life  and  activity. 
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Comparative   Statement    of   the   Monthly    Eeceipts   of 
Coke  for  1882  and  1883.       • 


January  . . 
February  . 
Marcli .'. . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  .  .  . 
September 
October. . . 
November 
December. 


Total 464,529 


1883.  1882.        Increase.   Decrease, 


Tons. 


65, 
20, 
14, 
31. 
41 
49. 
41^ 
40 
33, 
45, 
43 
37, 


211 
326 
531 
455 
820 
415 
364 
927 
310 
('87 
843 
234 


Tons: 


31,412 
10,319 
12,. 583 
46.015 
^2.173 
49,(  95 
41,293 
42,134 
46.475 
47,407 
50.815 
•■17,312 

467,633 


Tons. 


33,799 

10,007 

1,948 


71 


45,825 


Tons. 


14,560 
347 
280 


1,207 

13,165 

2,320 

6,972 

10,078 


48,929 


This   gives  a  decrease   in   the   receipis  for   1883,  as  against  those  of 
1882,  of  3,104  t.-ns,  equal  to  00.70  per  cent. 


Comparative   State.aient  of   the   Monthly   Eeceipts    of 
Coke  for  1883  and  1884. 


January  . . 
February  . 
Marrh  .  . .  . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October . . . 
November 
December . 


1884. 


Tons. 


31,793 
45,660 
46,005 

4  9.4-2 
59.008 
51,513 
6  J,  207 
54,384 
52.117 
39,033 
27.642 
33,018 


Total 553,860        464,529        149,220 


1883.        Increase. 


Tons. 


65,211 
20.326 
li  531 
31,455 
41,826 
49  415 
41,36* 
40,927 
33,S10 
45,087 
43,8^3 
37,2  ■4 


Tons. 


25,3:'4 
31,47-t 
18.027 
17,180 
2.098 
22,843 
13,457 
lti,807 


Decrease. 


Tons. 


33,418 


6,054 

16,201 

4.216 


59,889 


Showing  an  excess  in  the  receipts  of    Coke   during   1884  over  those 
of  1883  of  89,331  tons,  or  19.23  per  cent. 


WESTERN  BITUMINOUS  COAL. 


The  effects  of  hard  times  during  the  year  1884  have  been 
felt  perhaps  more  directly  by  the  trade  in  western  bituminous 
coals,  than  by  any  other  branch  of  this  coal  market.  Being  a 
pre-eminent  factor  as  a  steam  coal,  the  entire,  or,  at  least,  par- 
tial, suspension  of  operations  in  manufacturing  establishments 
and  iron  mills  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  rapid  decline  in  the 
demand  for  steam  coals.  .These  causes,  though  suflSlcient  in 
themselves  to  check,  for  the  time  being,  the  vigorous  growth 
which  the  western  bituminous  coal  trade  had  displayed  for  sev- 
eral years  previous,  received  further  reinforcements  from  a  steady 
falling  off  in  the  railroad  traffic,  thus  largely  decreasing  the 
consumption  of  the  product.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  the  tonnage  for  1884  received  at  this  market  does  not  ex- 
hibit the  usually  handsome  increase  over  former  seasons,  as  has 
been  the  case  for  several  years  past,  and  it  can  be  only  a  subject 
for  congratulation  that  the  business  has  held  its  own,  showing 
but  a  slight  loss  in  the  aggregate  receipts  as  compared  with 
1883,  during  which  year  the  amount  received  was  unusually 
heavy. 

The  invasion  of  new  territory  and  the  development  of  addi- 
tional sources  for  the  consumption  of  these  coals  have  in  a 
measure  counterbalanced  the  losses  to  an  average  yearly  ton- 
nage, otherwise  sustained  by  causes  above  alluded  to.  That  the 
trade  must  eventually  profit  by  whatever  strenuous  efforts  have 
been  put  forth  during  the  year  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
business  arising  from  one  source,  by  seeking  and  opening  new 
channels  for  operations,  will  not  be  questioned  when  manufac- 
tories and  other  industries  both  here  and  throughout  the  coun- 
try contiguous  to  this  market  and  dependent  upon  it  for  supply- 
ing the  required  fuel  resume  their  wonted  appearance  of  active 
life  by  setting  all  those  wheels  of  the  commercial  and  manufact- 
uring world,  so  long  at  rest,  again  in  motion.  The  foothold 
obtained  in  localities  where   the  introduction  of  coal  is  of  but 
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recent  date  and  their  thorough  development,  added  to  the  regu- 
lar consumption,  unchecked  by  depression  such  as  the  trade 
encountered  during  the  past  year,  will  more  than  compensate 
for  the  failure  of  the  business  for  the  past  year,  to  reach  that 
annual  average  increase  which  it  has  been  a  pleasure  heretofore 
to  record  with  unfailing  regularity.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
while  the  receipts  from  some  of  the  mining  districts  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  whose  coal  is  represented  in  this  market,  show  a 
handsome  gain  in  their  tonnage,  those  from,  other  points  have 
fallen  off.  This  is  but  one  of  the  I'esults  of  the  unsettled  con- 
dition of  this  market  during  almos  t  the  entire  season.  The 
usual  contracts  from  several  of  the  largest  consumers  were  not 
forthcoming,  limiting  the  demand  principally  to  the  smaller 
class  of  buyers,  who  were  not  loth  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
tendency  to  cut  prices  by  changing  their  patronage  as  occasion 
might  offer  special  inducements,  thus  causing  more  or  less  al- 
terations in  the  general  complexion  of  the  trade.  Some  dis- 
tricts found  a  more  profitable  market  here,  while  to  others  the 
business  elsewhere  offered  greater  attractions.  ISTotwithstand- 
ing  the  sluggish  demand  which  prevailed  druring  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  the  production  increased  and  prices,  as  a  nat- 
ural consequence,  continued  in  their  downward  course,  until  it 
seems  that  a  further  decline  must  certainly  involve  loss,  consid- 
ering the  cost  of  minitig  and  freight. 

As  regards  the  latter,  shippers  of  western  bituminous  coal  have 
just  cause  for  complaint,  as  most  of  the  western  railroads  have 
done  and  are  doing  little  or  nothing  to  facilitate  the  thorough 
development  of  the  traffic,  especially  when  a  time  of  general 
business  stagnation  would  seem  to  demand  a  greater  display  of 
public  spirit.  Vast  amounts  of  the  cheap  western  coals  could 
have  been  and  would  now  be  consumed  throughout  the  West, 
were  it  not  that  the  compound  accumulations  of  freight  charges 
make  the  product  so  expensive  by  the  time  it  reaches  its  desti- 
nation that  people  at  these  points  in  many  instances  prefer  to 
burn  corn  instead,  for  which  no  market  can  be  found,  owing  to 
the  very  same  reason  of  high  tariffs.  During  times  of  general 
prosperity  a  strict  policy  of  "no  concessions"  may  be  perfectly 
justified,  but  whether  the  same  rule  is  wise,  or  calculated  to 
benefit  either  carrier,  shipper  or  buyer  in  times  of  general  busi- 
ness depression,  is  certainly  deserving  of  doubt. 
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A  general  and  healthy  revival  of  business  having  become  ap- 
parent during  the  closing  few  weeks  of  the  year  has  caused  a 
more  bouyant  feeling  throughout  the  western  bituminous  coal 
market.  The  demand  shows  a  decided  improvement,  and  the 
rubicon  of  hard  times  has  doubtless  been  passed,  to  be  followed 
by  the  dawning  of  an  era  of  prosperity  upon  all  branches  of 
business,  one  of  the  greatest  of  which  is  the  western  bituminous 
coal  industry.  It  is  safe  to  predict  a  largely-increased  trade  for 
the  year  1885  over  that  of  any  former  year,  and  perhaps  at  bet- 
ter and  more  remunerative  prices  than  those,  at  least,  which 
have  ruled  during  1884.  The  aggregate  receipts  from  all 
sources  for  the  year  1884  were  one  million  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  and  sixty-eight  tons,  being  40.36  per  cent, 
of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  all  coal  and  coke  received  during 
that  year,  against  43.80  per  cent  in  1883,  showing  a  decrease  for 
1884  of  3.44  per  cent. 

Taking  the  total  tonnage  of  both  eastern  and  western  bitu- 
minous coals  and  coke  for  1884,  western  coal  represents  57.88 
per  cent,  against  60.32  per  cent,  in  1883 — a  loss  for  1884  of  2.44 
per  cent.,  and  omitting  coke  from  the  calculations,  the  result  is: 
western  coal  in  1884,  69.36  per  cent.;  for  1883,  70.20  per  cent. 
— a  decrease  of  00.84  percent. 

The  following  tables  give  the  monthly  receipts  by  fields  since 
the  1st  of  January,  1882,  and  up  to  December  31,  1884,  as  also 
comparative  statements  for  1883-82  and  1884-83  : 
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WILMINGTON    COAL    DISTRICT. 


The  Wilmington  Coal  Field,  comprising  the  mines  at  Braid- 
wood,  Coal  City  and,  properly  speaking,  Braceyille,  Illinois, 
with  a  total  of  twelve  shafts  in  operation,  largely  exceeds,  in  the 
yearly  production  of  coal  that  of  any  other  single  coal  district 
in  the  Western  states. 

The  receipts  of  Wilmington  coal  at  this  market  during  the 
past  six  years  sliow  a  total  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  western  bituminous  coals  received,  representing' 
an  average  yearly  peicentage  of  50.86  percent,  of  that  aggre- 
gate. 

The  mines  in  this  field  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  fol- 
lowing corporations  and  companies: 

The  Wilmington  Coal  Association;  A.  L.  Sweet,  president; 
J.  G.  Halsey,  manager.  This  association  embraces  the  follow- 
ing companies: 

The  Chicago,  Wilmington  and  Vermilion  Coal  Company; 
A.  L.  Sweet,  secretary  and  general  manager,  operating  three 
mines. 

The  Eureka  Coal  Company;  A.  B.  Meeker,  president;  C, 
Wheeler,  secretary,  operating  two  mines. 

The  Wilmington  Coal-mining  and  Manufacturing  Company; 
H.  G-.  Fordyce,  general  manager,  operating  one  mine. 

The  Star  Coal  Mining  Company;  M.  D.  Buchanan,  general 
manager,  operating  two  mines. 

This  comprises  the  Wi^^ii^g^on  Coal  Association. 

The  other  companies  operating  in  this  field  are: 

The  Wilmington  and  Springfield  Coal  Company;  Charles 
V.  Hickox,  president,  operating  one  mine. 

The  Albright  Wilmington  Coal  Company;  J.  J.  Albright, 
Jr.,  president;  H.  Pratt,  treasurer,  J.  0.  Parker,  secretary, 
operating  two  mines.  One  of  these  recently  purchased  -from 
the  Wilmington  and  Springfield  Goal  Company. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Suffern  &  Bro,,  operating  one  mine. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Eailway  Company,  who, 

under  the  general  superinteudency  of  B.  Wykeman,  operate  two 

shafts  at  Braceville.     The  receipts  from  this  point  are  given  in 

a  separate  table. 
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INDIANA    BLOCK    COAL    DISTRICT. 


Owing  to  a  well-organized  strike  during  the  months  of 
March,  April  and  May,  1884,  the  receipts  from  this  field  suf- 
fered a  severe  curtailment,  which  even  subsequent  heavy  ship- 
ments could  not  wholly  counterbalance. 

The  amount  of  Indiana  Block  Coal  brought  here  during  six 
years  shows  it  to  rank  second  in  percentages  of  the  total  amount 
of  western  coals  received,  with  a  yearly  average  of  17.17  per 
cent. 

The  following  companies  operating  in  this  field  are  repre- 
sented at  the  Chicago  market: 

The  Brazil  Block  Coal  Company;  D.  C.  Jenne,  president; 
controlling  and  operating  in  addition  to  their  three  shafts  the 
three  formerly  operated  by  the  Brazil  and  Chicago  Coal  Com- 
pany, as  also  the  Zellar  and  McLelland  shaft,  making  seven 
in  all. 

The  Drew  and  Wasson  Coal  and  Mining  Company,  lessees 
of  the  former  Watson  Coal  and  Mining  Company's  property, 
operate  two  shafts. 

The  Jackson  Coal  and  Mining  Company  operate  three 
shafts. 

T.  H.  Watson  &  Co.,  have  recently  began  to  work  one  shaft. 
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YEDDO     BLOCK    AND     MISCELLANEOUS 

COALS. 


The  Yeddo  Block  Coal  district  is  represented  by  the  Union 
Coal  Company,  E.  F.  Lawrence,  President;  C,  W.  Hillard, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  J.  K.  Truman,  General  Manager, 
who  at  present  operate  one  shaft  near  Yeddo,  Indiana.  This 
was  opened  as  a  trial  shaft,  when  a  good  quality  of  Block  Coal 
was  found,  whereupon  the  company  have  decided  to  increase 
their  production,  by  sinking  additional  shafts,  commencing 
during  the  coming  season. 

The  receipts  coming  under  the  heading  of  Miscellaneous 
Coals  comprise  the  coal  arriving  at  this  market  from  various 
sources  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  not  permanently  represented 
here,  and  too  numerous  to  classify,  but  necessary  to  consider  in 
making  up  the  accurate  total  of  receipts. 


Month. 


January . . , 
February. . , 
March. ... 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 
October. . . 
November 
December . 

Total. . . 


Yeddo  Block, 
1884. 


1,346 
1,271 
1,361 
533 
2,225 
1,993 
2,909 
1,710 

13,348 


Month. 


-January  . . 
February  . , 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October. . . , 
November 
December. 


Total. 


Illinois  and 

Indiana 

MiscPllaneous. 

1884. 


4,136 
3,599 
4,504 
3,087 
4,261 
2,008 
1,197 
1,009 
1,384 
2,085 
2,291 
1,809 

31,370 


Miscellaneous 

Coal  from 

Central 

Illinois. 


6,526 

6,188 
8,199 
3,381 
1,182 
1,278 
1,307 
1,066 
1,418 
1,250 
1,121 
1,410 


34,336 
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CHARLES  RIDQELY,  A.  C.  DANIEL,  GEO.  T.  OUTTS,  EDWARD  RIDGELY, 

President.  Gen' I  Manager.  Secretary,  Treasurer, 

Ellsworth  Coal  Go. 

MINERS    AND    SHIPPERS    OF    THE 

CELEBRATED 

Mount  Olive, 

Staunton  and  Danville 


co..^ 


A  daily  capacity  of  7,000  tons  enables  this  Com- 
pany to  meet  any  demands  made  upon  them  for  coal. 

Shipments  made  direct  from  the  mines,  or  from 
Chicago — Car  reserve. 

The  coal  from  these  mines  is  acknowledged  unex- 
celled both  for  steam  and  heating  purposes. 


CHICAGO    OFFICE: 


175  DEARBORN  ST.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

S.  W.  GILMAN,  Northwestern  Agent, 

Telephone   123. 
43 


W.  L.  SCOTT  &  CO. 


ANTHRACITE 


* i^iTX)- 


BITUMINOUS 

COAL 

ERIE,     BUFFALO, 
CHICAGO. 


CHICAOO      OKKICK: 

Corner  Dearborn  and  Adams  Streets, 


W.  W.  CROSBY, 


TELEPHONE  1449.  Agent. 
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MEEKER,  HEDSTROM  &  CO. 

95  DEARBORN  ST.,  CHICAGO. 

SHIPPERS  OF 

Anthracite   and    Bituminous 

COALS. 


ja-o-EOiTTS  iFosa 


DELAWARE,  LACKAWANNA  &  WESTERN  GO'S 

White -Ash  Scranton  Coal, 

MORRIS   RUN, 

Blossburg,  Cumberland  and  Smithing, 

Old    Company's    Lehigh 

Lump,    Briar    Hill, 

Hocking, 


-.A.3iTD- 


YOUGHIOGHENY  SECOND-POOL  GAS  COAL 


TELEPHONE    8275. 
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ROBERT  LAW 


Wholesale  Dealer  in 


HARD  AND  SOFT  COAL 

And  Agent  for  sale  of  the  Celebrated 

Lackawanna 


AND 


SCRANTON 

Antlnracite    Coal. 

LEHIGH,  BLOSSBURG, 

CUMBERLAND,        PITTSBURGH, 
WILMINGTON,  HOCKING, 

INDIANA  BLOCK,  ERIE, 

And  all  Steam  and  Smithing-  Coals  and  Coke. 


ORDERS   FOR   COAL  BY  THE  CAR   OR   CARGO 
GIVEN  SPECIAL  ATTENTION. 


Coal  by  the  Carload  Shipped  on  Short  Notice. 

143  Dearborn  Street,  Tribune  Building, 
CHICAGO,    ILL. 
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W.  B.  MATHER.  F.  A.  BAKER 

MATHER  &  BAKER. 


WHOLESALE 


Anttoacite  and  Bituminous 

COALS. 


Shippers  of  the  Celebrated 


WYOMING 

Anthracite  Coal. 


Dealers  in 


BRIiJR  HILL,  HOCKING  VALLEY, 

Sonman  and  Cumberland  Smithing. 


Office:    99  Dearborn  Street, 

Agents  for  CHICAGO,    ILL. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  5107. 
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LANGDON,  HARVEY  &  RICHARDSON, 


MINEKS  AJSTD  SHIPPERS  OF 


CO-^^X 


J  <^ 


■p^:^ 


J9 


175  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 


SOUTH  CHICAGO  TRANSFER  DOCKS. 


We  can  ship  promptly  ' '  all  rail "  or  from  our  docks  the  following  high  grade 
Anthracite  Coals: 

Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

Scranton,  Pa. 

Also  deal  by  the  car  load  in  Hocktng  Valley,  India.na  Block  and 
best  iLLnsrois  Coals. 

Managers  of  Cresent  Coal  Co.,.t 

WHAT   CHEER,   IOWA. 
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Lehigh  Valley 


COAL  COMPANY. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 


WYOMING 


-^3^:r) 


LEHIGH  COALS. 


R.  M.  CHERRIE,  General  Western  Agent, 
90  and  92  Dearborn  Street, 


TELEPHONE    NO. 5038 
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Pennsylvania  Goal  (jo|s 

anthracite 
Coal. 


NEW  YORK, 
BUFFALO, 
CHICAGO, 

MILWAUKEE, 


THOMAS  HODGSON,  Western  Sup% 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK. 


H.  S.  VAN  INGEN,  Sup't, 

63-55  Dearborn  St.,  CHICAGO, 
183  West  Water  St.,  MILWAUKEE. 
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PRATT,  PARKER  &  CO. 

WHOLESALE 

Coal  Dealers. 


SOLE  WESTERN  SHIPPERS  OF  TFjE 


Phila.  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Go's 

COAL. 


2^o-    OO    I-ia,l^e    Street 

(CORNER  DEARBORN  ST.), 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Telephone  51 14. 
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GENERAL  OFFICE,  111   BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK, 

COXE  BROS.  &  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers  of 


Cross  Greek  Lehigh  Coal. 

Shippers  of 

BLOSSBURGH,  YOUGHIOGHENY  and 

OTHER   BITUMINOUS  COAL. 

87     DKARBORN     STRKKT, 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  consumers  and 
the  public  generally  to  the  celebrated 

CROSS  GREEK  LEHIGH  GOAL 

This  Coal  is  remarkable  for  its  great  purity ;  its 
durability ;  its  freedom  from  clinker,  and  its  small 
percentage  of  ash. 

The  Coal  is  mined  in  the  heart  of  the  Lehigh 
region,  from  our  own  land,  and  no  expense  or  trouble 
is  spared  in  its  preparation,  which  is,  and  shall  always 
be,  equal  to  that  of  the  best  in  the  market.  The  Nut 
is  of  good  size,  and  "jigged,"  a  specific  gravity  proc- 
ess by  which  the  slate  is  taken  out. 

COXE  BROS.  &  CO. 

p.  O.  Box  No.  516.    Telephone  No.  5067. 

GEO.  MERRYWEATHER,  Agent. 

WESTERN  DEPOTS  AND  DOCKS: 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Buffalo. 
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SPALDING,  MITCHELL  &  CO. 

53  DEARBORN  ST. 

ALL  RAIL  SHIPPERS 

OF 

fTHI(AGlTEaiidpITpllJ 


CHICAGO. 


COAL  AND  COKE, 

SHIPMENTS    H[[  PAIL  FROM  MINES 

Correspondence  Solicited.      Orders   Promptly  Filled. 


TELEPHONE  5063. 
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DELAWAREMHUDSON 

CANAL  COMPANY'S 


CELEBRATED 


LACKAWANNA 

COAL. 


WALTER  S.  BOGLE, 

SALES   AGENT, 

No.  79  DEARBORN  ST.,  CHICAGO. 

Telephone  5024. 


DOCK,  454  NORTH  HALSTED  STREET. 

Telephone  3300. 
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W.  H.  ZIMMERMAN, 


Treasur&)\ 


D.  J.  JENNE, 

GeiVl  Manager. 


H.  W.  PERRY, 

Superintendent. 


Brazil  Block  Coal  Co. 

MINERS  AND   SHIPPERS  OP   THE   CELEBRATED 

INDIANA  BLOCK  COAL 


Our  Facilities  are  Unexcelled,  Owning 

NINE    MINES, 

WITH  A 

DAILY  CAPACITY  OF  3,000  TONS. 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    FILLED. 


Chicago  Office,  Room  1,  175  Dearborn  Street 
MAIN  OFFICE,  BRAZIL,  INDIANA. 


D.  C.  JENNE,  President. 
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J.  B.  BROWN,  Pres't.  H.  WILLISTON,  Vice-Pres't. 

F.  H.  McCLTJIlE,  G-en'l  Manager. 

Grape  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


DEALERS  IN 


COAL  AND  COKE. 


3iviEiiTE3i^s   -A-DiTXJ   sia:i:pi='Eii^s 


Grape   Creek    Coal, 

^AND 

Grape  Creek  Coke. 


B^"  With  a  capacity  equal  to  tiie  largest 
demands,  and  a  COAL  and  COKE  noted  for 
their  freedom  from  sulphur  and  other  im- 
purities, this  Company  is  ready  to  fill  any 
order  and  guarantee  satisfaction,  both  as 
regards  price  and  results. 


GENERAL  MANAGER'S  OFFICE: 

No.  218  and  219  First  National  Bank  Bld'g. 


I'elepla.oaa.e  TS-i. 

55 


L.  L.  MOODY  &  CO. 


SHIPPEKS  OP 


SHAWNEE 

AND 

Hockinp-  Coals 


GENERAL   WESTERN  AGENTS 

Columbus  &  Hocking 

Coal  and  Iron  Company, 

AND 

SHAWNEE  COAL  COMPANY. 


Office,  Room  7  Cofyimercial  Bank  Buildingy 

Cor.  Dearborn  and  Monroe  Sts., 

CHICAOO. 


Yard    Koot    of    Sotithi    Water    St. 

TELEPHONE   722. 

The  celebrated  "  Kinkaid  "  and  "  Baltimore  &  Ohio  "  Coals  always  on  track. 
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LA  SALLE  COUNTY    CARBOM 

AND 

Illinois  Valley  Coal 

COMPANIES. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 


MINES   AT 


LA  SALLE,  ILLINOIS, 

With  a  daily  capacity  of  1,500  tons. 


Our  facilities  for  the  shipment  of  coal  are  unrivaled,  the  tracks 

of  the  Illnois  Central,  C.  R.  I.  &  P.,  C.  M.  &  St.  P.,  and 

C.  &  N-W.  Railroads  running  to  our  mines. 


THIS   COAL    HAS   NO    SUPERIOR    FOR    STEAM   OR 
HEATING   PURPOSES. 


ALL    ORDERS    PROMPTLY    FILLED. 


CHICAGO  OFFICE,  LA  SALLE, 

Room  5,  ASHLAND  BLOCK.  J.  J.  JOHNSON,  Supt. 

F.  O.  WYATT,  General  Manager. 
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CHAS.  V.  HICKOX,  Pres't.  H.  HICKOX,  Sec'y. 


The  Wilmington  and  Springfield 

Coal  Company 

175  Dearborn  Street, 

TELEPHONE  NO.  1363. 


,  SPRINGFIELD. 
MINES  at  ■<  BRAIDWOOD. 
'  GODLEY. 


CHICAGO,  ILL, 


SPRISGFIELD  IRON  CO, 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL., 

MANUFACTURERS  OP 

Homogeneous  Steel  Plate 

)  FOR  ( 

LOCOMOTIVE  AND  MARINE  BOILERS, 

TANK  STEEL  AND  SMOKE  STACK  SHEETS, 

MERCHANT  BAR,  FISH  PLATES 

AND  TRACK  BOLTS. 

Chicago   Office,   175   DEARBORN  ST. 

TELEPHONE   NO.  1363. 

B.  L.  KEENE,  Resident  Agent. 
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Miners  and  Shippers  of 


INDIANA 

Block  Coal. 


MINES    AT 


YEDDO,  INDIANA. 


GENERAL   OFFICES, 


Room  36,  Portland  Block. 

J.  R.  TRUMAN,  Gen'l  Manager. 

Correspondence  solicited  and  contracts  made  for  year's  supply. 

TELEPHONE    176. 
59 


Exclusive  Miners  of  Gartsherrie  Coal. 

Watson  &  Co. 

AND 

Drew  &  Wasson  Mining  Co., 

MINERS  OF 

JACKSON  HILL. 


AND 


GARTSHERRIE 

Block  Coal 


BRAZIL,  INDIANA. 


101  Washington  St. 
CHICAGO. 

Telephone  No.  5510.  m.  d.  watson, 

General  Sales  Agent 
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Clarence  H.  Dyer.  Stewart  Clark. 

DYER  &  CLARK, 

COAL  DEALERS. 

(FIRST  ESTABLISHED  IN  1855.) 

General  Dealers  in  Anthracite  and  Bituminous 


COAL. 


"  BUTTS'  AMERICAN  CANNEL  COAL." 

The  only  GOOD  CANNEL  in  this  Market 


Agents  for  W.  B.  Suffern  &  Bros.' 

Wilmington  Coal. 


Dock  and  Bail  Yard,  Branch,  fard, 

SEWART  AVE.  &  GROVE  ST.  PULLMAN,  ill. 

OFFICE,  97  DEARBORN  ST. 


Telephone  5036. 
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W.  C.  WYMAN  &  CO, 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealers  and  Mine  Shippers  of 


Bituminous,  Anthracite  I  Blacksmith 

COALS. 


General  Western  Agents 


OHIO  CENTRAL  COAL  CO. 


<DT^    TOXjEIDO. 


SHIPMENTS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL. 

Delivery  by  Team,  from  Rail  Yard  and  Dock,  corner 
Stowell  and  Sherman  Sts.,  South.  Side. 


OFFICE,  158  DEARBORN  ST., 

CHICAGO. 


First  Naiional  Bank  Building,  Bank  Floor. 
Telephone  No.    1321. 
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Woodrirff  \  Tmnkeij  Mi  • 


Miners  and  Shippers  of 


FOUNTAIN  COUNTY 


AND 


INDIANA  BLOCK 


COAL 


Possessing  a  Daily  Producing  Capacity  of 

1,000  Ton^s 

This  Company  is  enabled  to  fill  all  Orders  for  Lump  Coal 
or  Screenings  Promptly. 


General  Office:  58  Dearborn  Street, 

TELEPHONE  4223.  OHIC.A.a-0,     ZXjL, 


J.  L  HATHAWAY, 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS 

COAL, 


NORTHWESTERN  AGENT  OF  THE 


Butler  Colliebt  Coal. 

YARDS:  .r        ^«    ,.       . 

68  Kingsbmy  Street,  .         ^^-  ^S  Market  Street, 

2423  S.  Halsted  Street, 

15th  and  Clark  Streets, 

Clybourn  Place  Bridge,  C  H I C  A  OO. 

94  North  Wood  Street. 

BUREAU  OF  COAL  STATISTICS. 


This  Bureau  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  collection  of  important  and  reliable 
facts  and  figures  pertaining  to  the 

COAL   TEADE    OF   THE   WEST, 

being  the  only  medium  through  which  accurate  information  concerning  the  amount 
of  all  kinds  of  coal  coming  into  the  market  can  be  obtained.  Special  attention  is 
paid  to  Receipts,  Shipments  and  Stocks  of 

ANTHRACITE   AND    BITUMINOUS 

COALS  AND  COKE. 


°""=S'h  (hloi^T  ^'■-      H.  A.  BISCHOFF,  Manager. 
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Chicago  &  Minonk  Coal  and  Coke  Co., 

MINER  T.  AMES,  Pres't.  THEO.  S.  MIZE,  Sec'y. 

MINES  AT  MINONK,  ILL., 

On  the  Illinois  Central, 

Chicago,  St.  Louis  &  Western, 

And  Kankakee  &  Western  Railroads. 


Principal  Office,  123  LA  SALLE  ST.,  CHICAGO. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  THE 

MINONK COAL 

THE  BEST  OF  ALL   WESTERN  COALS 

.   , )FOR( 

Steamand  Household  Purposes. 


We  also  own  and  operate  the  largest 
Tile  Works  in  the  United  States.  Can 
fill  orders  for  Drainage  Tile  of  the  finest 
quality  in  any  quantity  and  size  upon 
the  shortest  notice. 

Owning  our  own  cars,  we  are  enabled 
to  fill  orders  both  for  Minonk  Coal  and 
Drainage  Tile,  promptly  and  satisfac- 
torily. C.  &  M.  C.  &  C.  Co. 

Telephone  No.  450. 


SMFTHSONIAN  INSTFTUTION  LIBRARIES 


3  9088  01090  0926 

A.  C.  BRACKEBUSH.  A.  T.  THATCHER, 

A.  C.  BRACKEBUSH  &  GO. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Coal  and  Coke 

59  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO. 
ANTHRACITE. 

Sole  Western  Agents  of 

SUSQUEHANNA  COAL  COMPANY'S 

Mined  by  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co. 

LYKENS    VALLEY, 
PARDEE  AND   BEAVER   CREEK  LEHIGH. 


BITUMINOUS. 

NICKEL   PLATE  AND   CRAWFORD   INDIANA  BLOCK. 

BRIAR  HILL,         YOUGHIOGHENY, 

HOCKING  VALLEY,  BUCKEYE  and  KANAWHA  CANNEL, 

SON  MAN  AND  CUMBERLAND  SMITHING. 


CONNELLSVILLE   COKE. 


Sih.ipm.eDQ.ts    E22:cl-a.si-vel3r    -via,    ..A.11    DRa,il. 
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